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Legendary Indian Dance Maestro 
to Perform at The Cleveland Museum of Art 

CLEVELAND (Eeb. 3, 2003) — India’s legendary dance maestro, Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra will 
make his Cleveland debut at the Cleveland Museum of Art on Eriday, Eebruary 28, at 7:30 p.m. in 
Gartner Auditorium. They will appear as part o the Museum’s VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts. 

Tickets are available between $28 to $35 by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or 
buying online at | www^Clevelan^rt.org . 

A dancer in the Indian classical style of Odissi, Western critics have compared Guru Mohapatra 
with Vaslav Nijinsky for his sinuous torso and arms movement and with Charlie Chaplin for his inspired 
gestural acting. He will be accompanied by a renowned group of four musicians and by two of his most 
accomplished disciples. 

Considered a national treasure in India, Guru Mohapatra is the recipient of the highest honors 
from the government of India, and, in 1995, the government of France honored his artistry. He has 
performed in some of the most distinguished festivals throughout India, Great Britain, Russia, Germany, 
France, Japan and the United States. 

Even with the many honors received. Guru Mohapatra retains his simplicity and childlike purity. 
“Hundreds of my students are dancing today,” he says, “ and I feel as if I am dancing in all their beings.” 

He began his dance studies at the age of nine with Guru Mohan Goswami, where he learned 
acting, mime, singing, make up, stage setting and choreography, for over ten years. After leaving his 
Guru, with no fixed source of income, he worked as a daily laborer. 

His struggle for survival eased when he found a job with the Kalicharan Pattnaik Theatre 
Company, distinguishing himself as a dancer, percussionist, and choreographer. His real break came 
when a solo piece in a dance-drama on Devi Bhasmasura brought Kelucharan to the spotlight. His 
brilliant performance as the Nataraja under the direction of Guru Pankaj Charan, established him as a 
mature soloist. 

In 1953 he began teaching in the Kala Vikas Kendra College of Music and Dance, where he 
trained some of the finest Odissi dancers, and choreographed a multitude of dance-dramas in the Odissi 
style. He also researched various folk and tribal dances of Orissa, which enriched his repertoire of Odissi 
dance poses. He perfected his style of Odissi dance through further study of temple sculptures of Orissa, 
creating an individual style, which is at once systematic and precise. 
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In the 1980s, after leaving the College, he has traveled throughout India to teach Odissi, and has 
hecome a regular visiting instmctor at prestigious performing arts centers. 

Since 1995, he is fully concentrating on developing his Srjan Dance Academy, which he founded 
with his wife and is directed hy his son Ratikant. 

The next program in the VIVA! series is The Dancers and Musician of Manipur, India, 
featuring the U.S. premiere of the Anjika Manipuri Dance Troupe. The ensemble will present the 
martial arts and colorful dances of Manipur, which has rarely been seen outside of Manipur. The concert 
is on Friday, March 14, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are available between $20 to $27 by calling (216) 421- 
7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.CIevelandArt.org. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for 
VIVA! is provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is 
a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on 
the museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.ClevelandArt.org 
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